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(559) 642-4616 Fax (559) 683-2748

Life Preserving Abundance

We are enteringinto one of
the most empowering
months of the year, the mac
nificent month of April, the
month of renewal and trans
formation. As we become
inspired by the rebirth occur:
ring all around us in nature
we are reminded that each ¢

us also has the innate abilit!,

to birth our deepest desires.
What was so gloriousthis

first spring day was the tre
mendous abundance that t

spring when one would nor
mally see sunshine an
clear skies, we only need {
place our attention on ol

deepest felt desires and, by
so doing, we are placing our

request into the energy fiel
of intention.
Manifestation follows in-

tention and brings forth life
preserving abundance that

transforms our lives.
During this month of
transformation and renewa
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Universe provided in the we have the opportunity t
form of four to six inches of life preserving abundance review what is working in
snow. This substance of life the rest of the year.

is desperately needed, with All of us have an opportu- longer need to hold on to.
out water we could not con- nity to learn from Nature; We have the opportunity t
tinue to live and prosper.we can call forth life pre- birth life preserving abunt
Having fifteen to twenty feet serving abundance anytime dance any time we desire.
of snow in the higher eleva- we desire. Just as snow wa

tions of the Sierra guarantee called forth the first day of And Soltls....
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Discussion Groups

Classes For Credit,
& Study Groups

Members’ Page
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For Your Consideration

If you tied her hands down | suspect this ordering. She is working with the childre
month’s Angel of the Month, would be mute at the Boys and Girls Club, teaching the
Sheyla Cookuses gestures like a mime, he self-esteem, conflict resolution, and marn

hands gracefully pointing, swirling, flowing other issues by using New Thought pringi

through the air as she speaks, emphasizing ples.

embellishing words and ideas. And whe Sitting in a classwith Sheyla is a stimulat-
words they are. Sheyla has been a studenting experience. She does not hesitate
New Thought for many give insightful comments about the mat¢
years, and absorbs nev rial being studied, and often has a persot
4 ideas quickly, and just experience to back up her views. Si
il as quickly puts them to tends to think outside the box, and is qui
use. She

il walks the talk.
il The director of the

and offer a resolution. She is presently
intern minister in seminary. We ar

teers hours there asgetic, evolved creature among us.
well as doing all the Just watch out for the hands.

our lives and what we no

O

O

nal
ne
ck

definitely to evaluate where another student is stuck

]

! bookstore, she volun- blessed to have such an enthusiastic, ener-




WHO'S WHO at PLC

SENIOR PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Angelo Pizelo

CO-PASTOR
Rev. Dr. Marie Lane
RITUALS AND SUNDAY
SERVICES MINISTRY
Rev. Sandy West
CHILDREN’'S CHURCH
MINISTRY
Kanya Ellington
YOUTH CHURCH
MINISTRY
Drs. Tom & Mary Brownell
COMMUNICATIONS/MEDIA
& WEBSITE MINISTRY
Rev. Dr. Joyce Sterling
EDUCATION MINISTRY
Rev JoAnn Burgess
Rev. Dr. Maggi Butterfield-Brown
PASTORAL COUNSELING
MINISTRY
Rev. Dr. Pizelo
Rev. Rozella Dudley
BOOKSTORE & LIBRARY
DIRECTOR
Sheyla Cook
MUSIC DIRECTOR
& SERVICES SCHEDULER
Rev. Jeff Hartwig
NEW CHURCH & FUND
RAISING MINISTRY
Rev. Dr. Marie Lane
DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS
Mark Henning

THE FOCUS
The PLC Newsletter

You are invited to partici-
pate in this on-going dia-
logue with others of like
mind by sharing persona
stories, poems, inspiratione
pieces, humor, etc. The
PLC FOCUS is published

monthly. Please have youl
submissions in the office by
the 15th of the month If

you prefer, you may e-mai
your article to either:

Janna Lewis:
jannalewis@sti.netbor
Mary Elliot:
leplair@hotmail.com

WHO & WHEN
APRIL 10:00 A.M. SERVICE

$

Speaker:Rev. Angelo Pizelo
Music: Laurie Ballard
and Ray Balck

%

Speaker:Rev. Marie Lane
Music: Joe Nelson

&I

Speaker:Rev. Angelo Pizelo
Music: Easter Concert

5

Speaker:Rev. Marie Lane
Music: Debra Martsolf
and Jeff Hartwig

Y,

Speaker:Rev. Vern Martin
(Guest from Parker, Colorado)
Music: Guest Musicians

To receive |-Focus
e-newsletters of timely
events and information,

e-mail: plcstaff@sti.net

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6. Sin and moral evil are igna
rance of Infinite Love; a sepa

7.

8. New Thought is the present
and progressive revelation of

Q.

10.New Thought is a philosoph

THE MAIN CONCEPTS

OF NEW THOUGHT

Formulated by
The Seminary of the Sierra
Graduating class of 2007

God is everything; everythin
is part of God.

Ideas are realities and all pr
mary causes are intern:
forces.

When we change our thinking
we change our lives.

Mind is primary and causa
tive, while matter is secondan
and resultant.

The remedy for all defect an

disorder is metaphysical, be

yond the physical, in the realr
of causes which are ment
and spiritual — we do not den
sickness or pain — but we ho
that they are not realities — b

rather lack of ease, harmony

and health.

ration from the Divine.

New Thought is profoundly
spiritual in consciousness.

Truth.

New Thought has no formal

creed.

of life.
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Soul Stories such as intuition, harmony, coop- gcstasy?
By Gary Zukav eration, sharing , and reverence after the Ecstasy, the Laundry

Writing with profound psycho- for life actually express them- js one of the most authenti
logical and spiritual insight, prize- Selves in people’s lives. Best of gnq convincing accounts eve
winning author Gary Zukav has all, the stories lead to practical \yritten of the lifelong path of
had a major impact on the con- advice on how you can discover jnner transformation.  Written
sciousness of millions. In his New Your own Soul Stories and the j,y 5 Buddhist teacher and
York Times number-one bestseller, truths they reveal about the deep- neditation master of interna
The Seat Of The Soule explained €st sources of your being. Won- tjgna| renown, this moving and
how the expansion of human per- derfully readableSoul Storiesis fascinating book also draws o
ception beyond the five senses@ Wise and inspirational book. the firsthand experiences o
T leads to a new under- This book is bargain priced at gegicated leaders and practitia
standing or power — only $14.00, less 10% for perg within the Christian, Jew
the alignment of the PLCers, plus tax. ish, Hindu, and Sufi traditions.

personality with the The result is a uniquelyinti-
soul — which in turn mate and honest understandi
leads to an awareness of how the modern spiritual

After the Ecstasy, the Laundry
By Jack Kornfield

of our extraordinary creative abili- Most spiritual accounts end journey unfolds — and of ho
ties. Now, in one of the most im- with illumination or enlighten- we can prepare our own hear§
portant and useful books you will ment. But what if we ask what for awakening. This book ig
ever read, Soul Stories Zukav  happens after that? What hap-worth every penny of its

shows how this new understanding pens when the Zen master re- $24.95 price.

of power — authentic power — trans- turns home to the spouse and

forms lives in countless ways. children? What happens when And remember, PLC mem-
Soul Storiesis filled with marvel-  the Christian mystic goes shop- bers get a 10% discount.
ous stories that show how concepts ping? What is life like after the

sen, and sign them back in upon your return.

There is a white notebookon the top of the bookshelf just inside the main Lendirydry area. This §
the sign out/in book. Also, located on top of thiskshelf is the “Return Book” crate. A Bookstore
member will replace the books to the area where tb&ng.

The Lending Library is a great opportunity for you to read up on all youoféae subjects, without havi
to purchase the booksEnjoy!

Usual Book store hours (Staffed by Volunteers)
Monday: 10 a.m. — 2 p.m.

Tuesday: 10 a.m. — 5 p.m.

Wednesday: 11 a.m. — 3 p.m.

Thursday: 11 a.m. -3 p.m.

Calling ahead is always a good idea as sometimes volarttege medical appointments or family enfer-
gencies that prohibit them from being at the bookstds89)(642-4614.



Focus On Youth

By Alexia Montagnoli
(17 years old on December 8, 2005)

The state of transformation is defined as a That means to me that the quality
marked change in appearance or character, usua state of my awareness is reflectec
for the better. The average person identifies then how | express myself, which is n
selves solely as a physical body that interacth wit essence. To make the transforma
the world, and they tend to unconsciously believewithin one’s self in a positive dire:
that their views on life are the only correct way. tion requires a sudden positive jul
change of one’s belief system is needed at thiby either offering-up (letting go o
point. one’s “old” self, or forgiving life’
Many individuals (like my mother, Sheyla Cook, difficulties (and one’s self for t
as she told it to me), come to realize at a certai past) and then just jumping into
stage in their lives that a change must be machead on.

within themselves, a transformation of their Remember that thereis no easy form of transfor-
thoughts, sometimes even their way of life. It's e mation, nor is it as simple as it might appear. De-
scary thought for most people, including myself. Ipending on how we wish to change, sometimes
find myself denying that | need to changey as- thoughts must be pushed away, actions must| be
pects of my life. But I'm not perfect, and no ose i stopped, words must be silenced, and choices must
Sometimes it takes a bad experience to make otbe made. Then, and only then, are new habits
want to change. Sometimes regrets or even disgu formed — that is whatansformatia is all about.
with what we are doing will open our eyes to the Transformation requires true commitment.
consideration of changing. The happiest way o Thank goodness any positive thing strongly desired
coming to this realization is by seeing a loved oncand worked for has a great outcome! In my life ex-
make the transformation with superb results perience so far, | believe that to make one’slsek
Once we are consciousf this essential fact of life, within, and truly acknowledge what you are here for
that we must grow and that change is okay, w and what changes are needed, is the best approach,
have a stronger potential to transform ourselve not to wait for someone else to tell you, or a bad
into whatever form of a spiritual human being we perience to show you. So let’s all jump boldly into
desire to be. In the bookruth — vs — Falsehogd this month by ridding our selves of the “bad” and
David Hawkins states that consciousness is an e giving ourselves the opportunity to learn more and
pression and is the quality of life’'s essence fisel become/ transform into a better, stronger person.

Focus On Sunday School
By Kanya Ellington

Greetings from the Children’s Church! We’ve had a griea this past month. During the
month of March we focused on the Power of Thought,iBpaity, that we are in charge o
our own thoughts. We began by learning to identify emoti@tause emotions are the key
to our thoughts. We played a game and told a story todoohke differences between race

Easter. We will also be coloring Easter eggs. On E&taday we will make some lovely butterflies and
have an Easter Egg Hunt. In the weeks that follow websidiscussing the role afeathin the Circle of
Life and the role of unconditional love. Stop in and sge@nytime!




Truth, Renewal & Transformation

Janna: When | read the themes Emma’s - That not only i
for Aprii TRUTHFULNESS, God GOOD, but Good is
RENEWAL , andTRANSFOR-  God, therefore, everythin
MATION, | had this over- |do (EVERYTHING) is to
whelming awareness of the inter-get more GOD (GOOD) i
connectedness of the three. | wasny life. To me this is !
going to elaborate on that feeling Truth that offers Renewi |
but before | could, it became at it greatest and deep |
muddled in the morass of my level. | bet you've had mc
thoughts. | hate it when that ments of Truth like tha
happens.Sometimes | think that right?

‘thinking’ should be outlawed so

this truthfulness with a small ‘t’ or Truthfulnesdthva capital walking toward the door. Angie had just said, “We are
‘T'"? The second thought was: Does it matter? Perhapgpiritual beings having a human experience.” Okay, I'm a

spiritual reality, is probably the same @mathfulness— that maybe a thousand times or so. But that night, when | went
state of being constant and sincere in our everyday dealirtgsough the door | “got it.” My perception did a 180. | |
with things and facts. Jesus said, “You will know them bwbsolutely cannot remember how | thought before that
their fruits.” 1 think he meant that ‘what we sow veap’, or moment. That's the beauty of Truth, Renewal and Trans-
what we are at our deepest level - as well as ourydagr formation. Truth is what begins the creative process.
level — are the ‘fruits’ we’ll produce for the world w®ee. newal is the activity and means to “make new’- in this
What do you think? case cleansing the mind completely of past errors. Trans-
formation is the result. Since Truth is Truth, taou
Mary: I'll address your second issue first. If | remember mgee this process in the world around us?
Bible correctly, in this passage Jesus was referrifgpwo to
identify false prophets. If they said one thing, butrtliees Janna: Sometimes, but usually | have to be hit over the
reflected something else, we are not supposed to belidwead with an ‘aha’. I'd like to learn to be awaretods
them. Of course we can apply this same criterion te ougvery moment — because it reallyeigery moment 1 fi-
selves. Now as to the “T” vs “t” issue, | think you are right imally ‘got it’ in what you just said that these are thepst
your conclusion about there being no difference. Newe go through (consciously or unconsciously) to manifest
Thought affirms that we always do what we are. Th#tés whatever we want irevery way — not just the ‘ahas’
Law. What we are is what we believe or know, and that'Sruth not only begins the creative processs ithe crea-
where renewal and transformation come in. Life isacgss tive process, whether we understand it or not. Tugh
and the more Truth we can grasp, the more our livesbgill is that we are thinking beings using a spiritual mind, and
transformed. This has been true in your life, no? our truth is what we believe at the moment. The Re-
newal is that every thought we choose causes something
Janna: It sure has! | think your idea of ‘grasping morenew to come into our lives each moment. Transformation
Truth’ as being transformational in our lives is theeghing is the response to our chosen thought. Is this the way|you
| think of as the ‘Aha’s’ of life. One interpretation &e- seeit?
newal to me, metaphysically speaking, is when the orglina
lives we have been living take on a deeper meaning. Yddiary: Exactly. | don't believe transformation is a choice.
know, when something that you have been doing for years @®y contemplating and understanding more Truth, we |es-
life-times) all of a sudden takes on a whole new context. Thblish a new Cause in mind. That kicks in the Qveat
happened to me recently when | was reading an atiigle Process in which renewal (a verb) brings the transforma
Emma Curtis Hopkins, that marvelous ‘teacher of teathersion into our lives. That process is absolutely autamati
She wrote that everything we do is for our ogood If I | have experienced this transformation as an “ahd” bu
stretch out a hand to pick up a cup, it's reaching for mglso slower. | remember a couple years ago | realized|one
‘good’. If | go to bed early (or late), it is reaching for my owrday it had been ages since I'd experienced fear. It had
good Whatever we do, or think, or say, is geared toward ggtist gone away as | enriched my mind with the Divine
ting more of our owrgood. It may not seem so at the mo-Knowledge that | Am One with God. Like Jesus salid,
ment, at least not always to others, but, as New Thoudt&now the Truth, and the Truth will set you free.”
states, it is the Law of Nature — we cannot do anythiagis The truth is, I'll meet you here again next month.
not toward our owigood We do what welieveis good for Same Time. Same place.
us at the moment. After | ‘got’ that concept, | got anotifer
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Everybody from the community is welcome to drop in at our Tuesday night Spiri
Discussion sessions. In the spirit of Easter and sjpmegthe month of April has to ¢ _
with Truthfulness, Renewal and Transformation. Dropnd share your story about these issues. THese
meetings are always fun and exciting because everybadyt@e¢hrow in their opinions. We welcomg
folks from all belief systems to add spice to our mestaelv. The only criteria for attending is havingja
pulse. Stop by on Tuesday nights at 7:00 and check it out

Facilitators are Rev. Dr. Angelo Pizelo and staff

2 R
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Murder, mayhem, backstabbing and a really dysfunctional God. That was my readinipe Bible be-
fore | was introduced to the metaphysical meaning of afidétstories. What we are discovering in our Bi-
ble class is that all those stories are about growmirggpnsciousness and how to do it. All the charactgr
places, and drama’s have something to do with personallgra®ar group is constantly surprised at whp
we discover, with lots of laughter and “ah hah’s” throw for good measure.

For more info call Mary Elliott at 642-6655. Or just drop by Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m.

2
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Students world-wide study The Course in Miracleso learn about love, forgiveness, non-judgmeft,
change in perception and much more. It teaches thmatles are an everyday event and how to achigve
them. The teaching is based on self responsibility, laaidthoughts and actions produce reactions in pur
lives. There are no fees. Group meets Tuesday evenimg$Hf30-6:45.

Facilitator Rev. Rozella Dudley
(559) 683-4212

2S+ 2
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One of the great things about the New Thoughphilosophy is that it is practical. Rev. Dr. Sandy Wqst
facilitates a support group on Thursday evenings to helgilize uhis philosophy to solve problems arf
manifest what you want in everyday life. This is angemg group discussion involving topics such gs,
"why isn’t my life workinghow can | manifest what | want; why am | ‘stuck’ and how can | getif®dst
Drop in to PLC Thursday evenings at 7:00 for an interestmegiag.

Facilitator: Rev. Dr. Sandy West



Monday: 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. Practioners & Interns in Training
Starts April . 3rd, PLC for 6 weeks $75.0Bacilitator: Rev. JoAnn Burgess (559) 222-8307

Wednesday: 2:00 - 4:00 p.mSeminary Class

A two year seminary class is held Wednesdays in the churcle.offibis class is open to all co
pleted practioners and practicing ministers. It has alrbadyn, but Rev. Marie said if you are will
ing to play “catch-up” you are welcome.

Facilitators: Reverends Angelo Pizelo and Marie Lane
For information call559) 642-4616

Thursdays: 4:30 -600 p.m. The Abundant Life At Home, At Work, At Play

The PLC is offering a new class based on Eric Butterwortlassad book, “Spiritual Economics”
Many highly successful people have attributed this book as aatstep in their achievements. Thi
focus of the course is that within each person there is dissitlife, limitless substance, and compl
access to Infinite Intelligence. When we understand and embodyitlease and are grateful fo
them, we become channels for a flow of abundance that draws great things intesur liv
The class will run from\pril 27 - June 1, and meets in the Mindshop Bookstore.
Cost is $75. Everybody is invited. Emerson students receive 1 unit of credit.

Facilitator: Dr. Connie Thomas
Pre-registration is encouraged.
(559) 683-7719 or 642-4616

"3 2

Tuesday: 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.mMetaphysical Bible Interpretation Facilitator: Mary Elliott (559) 642-6655

Tuesday: 5:30 - 6:45 p.m.Course In Miracles Facilitator: Rev. Rozella Dudley (559)683-4212

Tuesday: 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.Spiritual Discussion“Tuesday Night - Live!” Facilitators: Dr. Angelo & staff

Wednesday : 6:30 p.m. Reiki Facilitators: Bill & Betty Fleming (559)683-2204 642-6389

Thursday 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Spirituality and Manifestation Facilitator: Rev. Dr. Sandy West

Friday: 9:30 to Noon Life Story Writing Facilitators:Dr. Ed Hibler & Jackie Hibler, e-mail: edhib@stitne
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PLC Members are encouraged to submit original works and/or intarespieces written by others

A group of professional people posed this question P "My mommy loves me more than anybody. You doj't
group of 4 to 8 year-old$What does love mean?" see anyone else kissing me to sleep at night."

The answers they got were broader and deeper thanfe Clare - age 6

one could have imagined. See what you think:

"Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece
"When my grandmother got arthritis, she couldn't b@r chicken." Elaine-age 5

over and paint her toenails anymore. So, my grandfegt
does it for her all the time, even when his hands gof§: "Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and swegty
thritis too. That's love." Rebecca- age 8 and still says he is handsomer than Robert Redford.]
Chris - age 7

"When someone loves you, the way they say your n§r

is different. You just know that your name is safehieirt | "Love is when your puppy licks your face even aftgr
mouth." Billy - age 4 you left him alone all day." Mary Ann - age 4

"Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy putglc | know my older sister loves me because she givesjmne
Shaving Cologne and they go out and smell each ot all her old clothes and has to gO out and buy new ongs.
Karl - age 5 Lauren - age 4

"Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my dady WWhen you love somebody, your eyelashes go up gnd
and she takes a sip before giving it to him, to make . down and little stars come out of you.” Karen - age
it's not too hot.” Danny - age 7

And the final one -- Author and lecturer Leo Buscagfa
once talked about a contest he was asked to judgg to
find the most caring child.

The winner was a four year old child whose next dgor
neighbor was an elderly gentleman who had receiftly
lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little bgy
went into the old gentleman's yard, climbed onto Ris
lap, and just sat there.

"Love is like a little old woman and a little old man w cWhen his Mother asked what he had said to
neighbor, the little boy said, "Nothing, | just helpdd

are still friends even after they know each other so'vel hi "
im cry
Tommy - age 6

"Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if yjpt
stop opening presents and listen." Bobby - af&/Gw!)

"If you want to learn to love better, you should stath
a friend who you hate," Nikka - age 6
(we need a few more Nikkas in the world!)

Out of the mouths of babes

Wouldn't it be wonderful if all hu- Pearls of Wisdom submitted by Pearl Schmidt

mans could find the security of o _
place where there is neither the V§ Hugs are like pancakes, much better when they are warm

das, the Bible, the Koran, or any oth A laugh a day puts wrinkles in the right places.
forrr’lal scriptu’re to tell us’ how to b You can never get to second base if you keep your foot o

o fig
lieve; but rather, a place where o The brook would lose its song if you removed the rocks.

Sometimes you have to be silent in order to be heard.
The best way to win is to forget to keep score.

many and diverse religions are af-
cepted as nothing more than varip

tions of a single, simple belief - thk  pon't drive as is you own the road, drive as if you own
belief in Oneness the unification of the car.

ALL. The art of being wise is the art of knowing what to

Paraphrased by Sunny Baker, overlook.
from Godians for World Peace and Unity And So It Is!
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Religious Science Practionerst the Positive Liv-
ing Center offer a dynamic service.
trained to help with whatever challenges life may
presenting by enlisting the help of the greatesilbf
helpers - God. Astounding results have been
ported in many cases.

Prayer/treatment is the prayer procedure our sty-
dents learn to do for themselves and the profeakigr

Practitioners do for others in our Emerson accr

ited classes. Prayer/Treatment work is available| 1

you for any need facing you.
One person’s needrecently was a place to live
quickly as his present place became no longer-a\
able. A treatment was done by an intern practio
and a new place became open immediately — |
free — in trade for maintenance services.

The person wrotea letter of verification for the
intern that the intern needed to become a licenp¢
practioner. Prayer/Treatmentis a Win. Win.
Phone or personal treatmentfrom a licensed prac-
titioner is available at $55.00 per hour. Or takk

Pastoral counselingis a listening ministry. It creates a saf

They @gr¢ confidential space to vent, discuss, and just be yourstif

b out expectations or judgments. It does not give answerg but
allows space and time along with gentle questions ed-fg

r back to help the seeker find answers within themselvean

be a time of self-exploration into personal problems astg

sist in a chosen spiritual path. It is strengthened byeprg

treatment.

As a pastoral counselorl have had the privilege of being

FClistener for various situations and dilemmas in pespigés.

For example, a widow was having problems deciding whdg

to leave this area after her husband made his tramstBhe

b had no family here, had not developed deep or lastingdfri

a ships, and most importantly she did not like living in

he mountains. She missed the larger metropolitan area

e Which she had originally moved.
With pastoral counseling she was able to confront her feg
of making decisions on her own, and she discoveredstia
also had even more options. This particular session indg
onIy 1 1/2 hours. This lovely lady has since moved to ala
area and is satisfied in her new life. By having someo
listen, getting feed back, and answering a few gentlas-g
tions she found her own answers within, then had the co

o >

vantage of the licensed practitioner available raffe to act.

church services each Sunday morning - free
charge.
Practioner and Intern Contact List below.
RELIGIOUS SCIENCE
PRACTITIONERS

JoAnn Burgess
559 222-8307

Sandee Scott-Archer
559 658-8373
Sandy West
559 877-3775

In addition to a prayer mini
offers pastoral care for its
We can help you bridge

Also cerns.
— Pastoral Counsel

] ] Rev. Dr. Angelo P
Maggi Belle Butterfield-Brown

Rozella Dudley
Jeff Hartwig
Alan Langunoff
Tiami Stavas
Connie Thomas

559-683-4212 or rozel
Rev. Joyce Sterl

INTERN-PRACTITIONERS All counseling is confiden

counseling is NOT, however, psychologicll
It has a definite spiritual basi
to it, to help you change your thinking an|

counseling.

Sheyla Cook
Mary Elliott
Betty Fleming
Janna Lewis

thus change your life.

ing, visit the website:

www.plcoakhurst.org/counseling

istry, the PLC

anxiety over finances, career, health, rel-
tionships, major life passages or other co

559-642-4616 or pizelo@sierratel.com
Rev. Rozella Dudley

209-966-4425 or jsterling@sti.net

For more information on pastoral counsel

For more information contact:
Rev. Dr. Angelo Pizelo 559 683 2748 pizelo@sierratel.col
Rev. Rozella Dudley 559-683-4212 or rozell@sti.net

(

EMERSON INSTITUTE

As the educational armof ANTN (Affiliated New
Thought Network) of which the Positive Living Ce
ter, is a member, Emerson Institute’s vision is
awaken people to empowering Universal Principles
and provide the instructional resources that will fac
tate the development of healthy relationships, spirit

spiritual famil o e ;
communities and the realization of potential.

difficulties an(
To accomplish its vision,Emerson’s core curriculu
- embraces the spiritual philosophy of the presence
God in humankind and the power of right thinking.
emphasizes the existence of One Life, One Mind, @ne
Power, One Presence, in, as, and through all creati¢hs.

ors:

izelo

PROGRAMS OFFERED:
Personal Growth

|@sti.net S .
Ministerial Credential

Intern Pastoral Counselor:

ing Practitioner Credential

Bachelor of Religious Studies

tial Pastoral

Masters of Religious Studies
Doctor of Religious Studies

Doctor of Divinity

We're on the Web
www.emersoninstitute.edu
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Are you in needof help withhome plumbingor electricity repair® Do you need graphic design artist Desperate for a
bookkeepeior website designé Does theomputerhave you stymied? Need yduouse soldor aland investment locate?l
Want your homd-eng Shui’d or needorganizing helf Does youcar need repair8 In the spiritual realm do you have nedj
of prayer treatment, pastoral counseling, meditation hetpenergy healin@

Before you searchthe Yellow Pages, why not check out the member sexdisplayed on these pages as well as the commgini-
cations wall of the coffee room. You’'ll find manyrgiees that might benefit you, and in return, will @iyour fellow PLC
members an opportunity to experience greater prosperiy’ll also benefit and experience the joy of work holyeseliably

and cheerfully done well. We are Onel!

Emerson New Thought Center

49269 Golden Oak Drive, Suite 201
Qakhurst, CA 93644

“The New Thought Church Without Walls”

Rev. Robert Hand, Rs.D. rjhand@sti.net
Senior Minister/President (559) 685-7029
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS This is the most basiof principles extolled in every denong-
OF NEW THOUGHT nation of New Thought:There is a God, and this God is tRle

On first observation, the Ten Commandments found in the Bi- Source and creator of everything — Is Everythinthis God,
ble seem totally inapplicable to New Thought. dutf the entire i and through everything, is indestructible, adierful and
Bible, when taken literally as many people do,limast incom- absolute. This God is the inspiration within owntinuous
prehensible. The problem, at least from a New Ghopoint of onward and upward movement toward our increasirfgly
view, is that the Bible is presented as though the ‘word’ of a ~ greater good.
God outside of and separated from us. But befaelispose of In this first commandmentGod states that He is Lord
these scriptures as merely antiquated documertts, tike a  (Moses/mankind recognizes his own lord-ship). &hisr a
look beneath the surface of the words. great deal implied in this statement: Not onlwnikrd some
When we cancometo terms with the idea that God is not sepa ©n€ of rank or high position, it is someone to wheenvice
rate from ourselves, is in fact our total being, s@@ then begin and obedience are due. So, besides being a beregac
to see the Bible as a record of our evolution. Witre Bible (bringing us out of the darkness of the bondagigrdrance -
reports God as “doing” something, it might be easiwlerstood epresented by Egypt), a lord (elevated underst@)ds also
as man's conscious awareness of his own level ahity. ~ responsible for helping us find (become aware af) per-
Therefore, Moses, the main character in this ‘conunaent’ ~ Sonal good (God). And further more, being lord grajs
drama, can best be understood as an enactmentobGas we Power and authority, so much power, in fact, thatrety by
currently term it, aexperienceof God. holding on to the_ belief we can shed our ignoratioe,dark-
The Ten Commandmentsjn the literal interpretatiorare con-  Ness of an unenlightened state of mind. And, asreerawn
sidered to be religious and moral imperatives ceafives spo-  0ut of this darkness we will also shed the shackies have
ken by God to Moses after Moses (with divine ingertion) had ~ bound us to the belief that we are physical besgsarateq
led his people out of Egypt and out of slaveryis importantto ~ from God.
know that the exact interpretation from the Hebeswl Greek is ~ Thou shalt have no other gods before neea statement o
the TenStatements not Ten Commandments. This in itself is the Moral level that we should not place our jobterial
very revealing for it would be impossible to haveefwill while ~ Possessions or relationships before our SpirialiOn the
acknowledging a God wheommands(authoritatively orders; Universal level, however, th|s is a statement mldck of evil.
exercises a dominating influence over) anythinger&fore lets ~ God, through man’s consciousness, is not demarrdiragni-
assume, for the sake of adventure, that God retetementgo ~ tion of ltself as the highest and best God avasiaod is
Moses (Moses' consciousness was elevated througt- GcStatinga fact. Actually, God ieinga fact: It is impossiblg
inspiration). Now let's turn to Charles Fillmorerffurther ~for there to be two all-powerful Gods; they wouldsttoy
enlightenment. His brilliant and inspirationallyritten Meta- ~ €ach other. There has been much argument ovestts-
physical Bible Dictionarygives us another glimpse into the Ment. It has been said that evil does exist becdusan be
depths of thesstatemerst when it interprets the narosesas ~ S€en and felt (war, sickness, crime, poverty, etgjhen we
meaningdrawing out, extractingand the nam&gypt as signi- cling to our |IInesses_and our mental/emotionalfitsl pains|
fying the darkness of ignorance.lt would seem that man/ We are, in fact, allowing them to have power overuve are
woman is coming out of the darkness of a consciesstimited ~ 9iving them godhood status in our lives. It isyonlhen we
to the material senses, and is awakening to diingh via a feécognize them as stepping stones that we haveen
spiritual infusion called Th&en Statements (sometimes on a less than conscious level) for @un
Another important point is that thesstatementsvere literally ~ 9rowth-awareness that they begin to have true vaine
depicted as ‘carved in stone’. In our modern veuter, that ~Meaning.
would mean - unchangeable. It seems that MoseG@s SO, in this first commandment/statementwe are being in
inspiration) must have known that many written memipts structeq on two levels of thinking. On one leved {garn to
would be lost (or changed to fit the need of themmant) — either ~ €cognize the less-than-pleasant aspects of oes &g being
through misunderstanding, neglect or actual inténetrefore, we  OUr choices made in the darkness of ignorancey(ofrae Na-
can assume that these particsiatementsvere of supreme im- {Ure), but convertible into challenges that wiladeus to &
portance and needed to be preserved intact. lmlitgt God higher awareness. Ultimately it is God's desirat the be led
(through the elevated awareness of Moses) was hgratiwn ~ Pack to God (our longing for God-recognition).  @mother
moral laws (righteous laws that when followed wolldep level we learn that once we have elevated our donsgess
mankind free from error and guilt and allow himritpil fulfil- ~ We Wwill recognize that God is all there is, and-RHere-Is
ment), as well as Universal laws (laws that aredémentally ~contains no evil. This belief holds all the powercessary td
true to their deepest core). These Ten Statertiets, are laws heal ourselves. In the words of Ermest Holmese ‘elieve
that not onlyshould notbe broken (moral truths), babuld not ~ in the incarnation of the Spirit in us, and thdtpeople arg
be broken (Universal Truths). Let's take a lookrase state- Incarnations of the One Spirit.” It follows fronhis, of
ments one at a time. course, that since there is no evil in God, thene loe no evil
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT (STATEMENT) In-us.
| am the Lord thy God, who brought you out of thad of

Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You shall mavether (This is the first of a series of articles examininipe Ten
gods before mg¢Exodus 20:2,3). Commandments/Statements of the Bible using New Tejou

beliefs.)



