
 

The month of July gives us 
an opportunity to renewal 
our awareness as to the true 
meaning of freedom. 
Many people live in coun-
tries that honor and protect 
human dignity and the free-
doms that accompany such a 
wonderful state of being.  

Message From Angie 
Exploring the Consciousness of Unity and Peace 

By Rev. Dr. Angelo Pizelo 

Each month The Focus features someone who works for the good of PLC 
without being in the spotlight.  They are our Angel of the Month. 

 P O Box 2127     Oakhurst, CA 9364            (559) 642-4616           Fax (559) 683-2748 

   ANGEL OF THE MONTH   by Dr. Janna Lewis 

During the month of Au-
gust we focus on the em-
powering themes of Unity 
and Peace.  We all have 
our own opinion as to the 
meaning of peace. Is it 
merely the absence of con-
flict or does it embrace a 
more profound metaphysi-
cal meaning?  
 
We know that many indi-
viduals have experienced 
the consciousness of peace 
even in the face of turmoil 
and extremely negative 
conditions. This month, we 
will have the opportunity 
to explore the concept of 
peace and, perhaps, come 
to the awareness that it em-
braces, in meaning, more 
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Who’s Who in the FOCUS 

than the mere absence of 
conflict. 
 
We are part of a creative 
life force, that, when em-
braced, transcends all exter-
nal conditions that confront 
us on a daily basis.  This life 
force’s nature is harmony, 

joy, love, wholeness and 
abundance.  It is pure sta-
bility, infinite wisdom, and 
unlimited potential that is 
not bound by any human 
event and, therefore, main-
tains its nature of harmony 
in the face of conflict. 
 
During this month we will 
discuss what we all can do 
to unify in consciousness 
with this tremendous life 
force so that we may tran-
scend, in consciousness, the 
negative human events, 
down sized economy, and 
all the other creations of 
mankind that are of a dev-
astating, negative nature.      
 
And so it is. 

Liane Daniels is as much a fixture at Sunday services as the mu-
sic. She can be found behind the desk in the bookstore every week 
with smiling help for everyone. When the service starts, she 
leaves the store and slips into a seat by the door of the sanctuary 
with a cup of coffee in her hand and a grin on her face.   
Angie tells me she’s been a big help with various things at church 
through the years. But it isn’t only the PLC she helps. Liane can 
be found at the Methodist Church every Wednesday night helping 
with their free community dinners. There she mans (womans?) the 
dessert table, and later helps with the clean-up. I was talking to 
her last week about those dinners, and she said when she first 

started there she noticed the ladies who cooked were also stuck with clean-up. Liane 
started wiping down tables and chairs and doing the floor. She said she recruited a couple 
other people and now has a crew.  What a gal.   
When you see her give her a hug and a big “Thank you.” As you can see Liane is a self-
starter who quietly see’s what needs to be done, and then does something about it. 

Inside this issue: 



 

 

 

Formulated by  
The Seminary of the Sierra  

Graduating class of 2007 
 
1. God is everything; everything 

is part of God. 
 
2. Ideas are realities and all pri-

mary causes are internal 
forces. 

 
3. When we change our thinking, 

we change our lives. 
 
4. Mind is primary and causa-

tive, while matter is secondary 
and resultant. 

 
5. The remedy for all defect and 

disorder is metaphysical, be-
yond the physical, in the realm 
of causes which are mental 
and spiritual – we do not deny 
sickness or pain – but we hold 
that they are not realities – but 
rather lack of ease, harmony 
and health. 

 
6. Sin and moral evil are igno-

rance of Infinite Love; a sepa-
ration from the Divine. 

 
7. New Thought is profoundly 

spiritual in consciousness. 
 
8. New Thought is the present 

and progressive revelation of 
Truth. 

 
9. New Thought has no formal 

creed. 
 
10.New Thought is a philosophy 

of life. 
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You are invited to partici-
pate in this on-going dia-
logue with others of like 
mind by sharing personal 
stories, poems, inspirational 
pieces, humor, etc. The 
PLC FOCUS is published 
monthly.  Please have your 
submissions in the office by 
the 15th of the month.  If 
you prefer, you may e-mail 
your article to either: 

Dr. Janna Lewis:  
        jannalewis@sti.net   or   

Mary Elliot:  
leplair@hotmail.com.  

 

 

WHO & WHEN 
August 10:00 A.M. SERVICE 

 
 

August 6  
 

   Speaker: Rev. Marie Lane 
   Music: Baloney Creek 
 
 

August 13 
 

   Speaker: Rev. Angelo Pizelo 
   Music: Debra Martsolf  
              and Jeff Hartwig  
 
 

August 20 
 

   Speaker: Rev. Bob Hand 
   Music: Tom Brownell 
 
 

August 27 
 

   Speaker: Rev. Marie Lane  
   Music: To Be Announced  

 
 

 

To receive I-Focus 
 e-newsletters of timely 
events and information,  
e-mail:  plcstaff@sti.net 
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A NEW EARTH 
By Eckhart Tolle 

 

Eckhart Tolle , author of 
New York 
Times bestsel-
ler, The Power 
of Now, has 
written a new 
book called    
A New Earth. 

 
Like The Power of Now, A 
New Earth is not only a 
good book, it’s a truly great 
book.  It’s not, however, a 
book for casual reading.  
The concepts are difficult 

and require previous ex-
periences in spiritual stud-
ies.  This book not only 
has valuable information 
but promises, if the reader 
is ready, to “awaken” (as 
in enlightenment).  How 
could we pass up such an 
opportunity and challenge?  
As soon as I finished read-
ing this I started over 
again. 
 
Two of the quotes I find 
most basic in this book are 
“I don’t mind what hap-
pens”, (J. Krishnamurti) 
and “When you meet with 

people, at work or wher-
ever it may be, give them 
your fullest attention.” 
 
This author tells us in 
answer to the question, 
“What is my purpose in 
Life?”, your outer pur-
pose is to do whatever 
you are doing right now, 
with your fullest atten-
tion.  Your inner purpose 
is to awaken. 
 
A really valuable book 
and tool to achieve both 
outer and inner purposes. 
 

MIND SHOP NEWS 

The Mind Shop Bookstore’s books will appeal to every reader: fiction and non-fiction 
works, mythology, self-help, spiritual healing, diet and health related books, and many other 
categories. Come in and treat yourself to a new, or one of our very reasonably priced used, 
books.  If you don’t find what you want, we can order it for you.  We can also order any 
book you could get at the major bookstores or on-line. 
 
There is generally a volunteer at the bookstore Tuesday through Thursday, but call ahead 
to be sure we’re open. Because we are staffed by volunteers, previously scheduled appoint-
ments or family emergencies can prohibit our volunteer from coming in. Our number is 
559/642-4614. 
                                                           
                                                          Usual Hours are: 
                                                  Tuesday: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
                                                  Wednesday: 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
                                                  Thursday: 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 
And, of course, there is always someone there on Sundays after service who can assist you 
with a book purchase. Don’t forget all PLC members get a 10% discount on purchases. 

MIND SHOP FEATURED BOOKS - By Rev. JoAnn Burgess 
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Focus On  Youth 
By Alexia Montagnoli  

(17 years old on December 8, 2005) 

Greetings from the Children’s Church!  It is hard to believe that already an-
other year has passed since we began studying the Core Concepts.  This 
months lessons will be a review of the ten Core Concepts of Science of Mind 
and an invitation to use those concepts in the service to the family, the 
church, the community, and to the world.  The first week we will tell a story 
that illustrates how we can be of service to our families and how our families 
serve us.  The second week we will tell a story about brotherly love and ser-
vice to our fellow humans.  The third week we will role-play the story of the 
good Samaritan and also have a visit from a prayer practitioner from our 

church.  The final week we will hear the story of John Newton, the slave trader who was 
moved by prayer to change his ways and fight for the freedom of slaves.  He is most remem-
bered for the famous hymn, Amazing Grace.  This will conclude our first year teaching the Sci-
ence of Mind Core Concepts at the PLC.  We will celebrate the completion of all the Core 
Concepts with a candle lighting ceremony.   

Focus On Sunday School 
By Kanya Ellington 
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I was asked last summer to participate in “Race Unity 
Day” by preparing a solo dance number. This took 
place at our park, here in Oakhurst.  Even though 
very few people attended, I was still impressed with 
the concept of Unity and was excited to be a part of 
it.  I had not thought much about the word and the 
meaning of 'unity' before this, it seems, but the con-
cept of unity actuality feels quite natural to me due to 
the fact that I have lived in a variety of cultures.  Liv-
ing in unity, the world would have no reason to fight, 
to have wars, or to hate each other if we simply ac-
cepted each other and lived as one. 
 
There is visible unity and invisible unity.  Visible 
unity is quite simple. We have white skin/ black skin, 
etc.  Despite our difference in skin color, imagine we 
all come from a similar country, have a similar edu-
cation, a similar job, a similar way of having fun: this 
unites us. We are the same.  Visible unity is self ex-
planatory and probably is what a lot of the politically 
correct laws are based on. 
 
The BIG challenge is to go beyond physical unity 
and touch upon our Invisible Unity. In other words, 
we would know that we are united in Spirit, in God.  

Imagine that each one of us 
knows, deeply knows, the truth, 
that we each originate from the 
same source.  That is the kind of 
unity that the world needs to see 
and understand.  This is the chal-
lenge we must face, and accept. 
And it’s the hardest challenge as 
well. To look at another and know 
that beyond the visible differences 
there lies an invisible source that 
connects us. There is God within 
us all. 
 
Jesus said: "Above all, love one another”.  Such advice 
can be followed much more easily once we have ac-
cepted the invisible unity that solidly binds us as one. 
 
There are many definitions for UNITY, among which 
are dignity, and having love for people of all races, 
colors, religions, social backgrounds and economic 
levels.  It is also plainly said to be the state or quality 
of being one; being in accord; harmony.  We are liv-
ing in the light of God. God is within all of us. We are 
united as one. 

“Now there is just a sense that when I am present God is present.  When I am wholeheartedly in the 

moment nothing is separate from God.”       From Leaning Toward the Light by Stephen Levine. 



 Mary: I am at my house in Oregon.  It’s on the side of a hill, 
and I can see nothing but trees and meadow.  When I look out 
my windows, or sit on the front porch, the small deer herd 
that hang out in this area wander through, grazing or sleeping 
under the trees, bushes and even the porch. This morning I sat 
outside drinking my coffee, watching the deer, and wonder-
ing how to start this dialogue about unity when it occurred to 
me how lack of fear creates trust and unites these wonderful 
animals and myself.  So just how much does lack of fear fac-
tor into our perception of unity with God, ourselves, or each 
other?  Your thoughts? 

 
Janna:  Wow, I love your imagery . . . and your question.  Hmm!  I’m sitting here, staring at an overly loaded desk and a 
blinking computer screen and ask the same (very intriguing) question.  Does fear – fear of the unknown (or what appears to 
be unknowable) prevent us from unifying with Spirit?  I know people who are absolutely terrified of using a computer.  I 
also know people equally terrified of being in the wilderness or around animals.  It would seem that if belief in our oneness 
with God were strong enough, we wouldn’t have fear . . . of anything.  How could we fear if we knew (unquestionably) 
that we are God in action?  So, maybe the real question is, how much of our not knowing or believing in our own God-ness 
is causing our fear?  I have found that understanding my own nature, my true God-nature, (the Unity you mentioned), has 
caused a lessening of fears over the years.  I have a dozen stories about overcoming fears, and I bet you do, too. 
 
Mary: I agree with you that the more we live through our God-nature, the more fear drops away.  When I read your entry, 
the word “need” came to mind.  I know for me, what I think I need causes lack of harmony within me.  That’s when fear 
separates me from Source.  This applies, I think, to many things: relationships, goals, or anytime we feel a loss of control.  
As you said, if our belief in our oneness with God were strong enough, we wouldn’t fear anything.  I contend if our faith 
that God’s nature was to provide for us, our perceived needs would disappear from conscious mind but would instantly 
manifest in the great Oneness of All-That-Is.  Don’t you think that’s what happens (perhaps slowly) as we do conscious-
ness-work? 
 
Janna:  I think that’s exactly what happens.  But ‘perhaps slowly’ seems to be the key words here.  We read and study and 
learn and grow, and then think we’ve finally gotten to the answer about how to manifest what we want in our lives.  We are 
told that what we think is what we get, so . . . Why doesn’t my life change?  Why doesn’t it seem to get any better?  I’m 
thinking all these good thoughts, aren’t I?  Shouldn’t that produce good stuff out there?  We’ve forgotten two things (or a 
couple hundred – but who’s counting?) during all of our learning and studying and growing.  First, on a physical level, it 
took us many years (or lifetimes) to get to where we are in our consciousness, and, for most of us, it isn’t going to happen 
overnight to get out of that place.  We may change ourselves consciously, but have forgotten all about what goes on in the 
unconscious that also has to be changed; and that’s what takes time – in the physical.  The other thing we’ve forgotten is 
that WE don’t do the work.  WE are only passageways through which the Infinite Spirit does the work.  We have forgotten 
to STEP ASIDE.  Unity is recognizing that there is no work to be done.  Your thoughts? 
 
Mary: I think the reason our conscious thought doesn’t affect our reality sometimes is, as you said, we have to deal with 
the unconscious also, where our beliefs are kept.  Thank God we have a way to access these beliefs by observing our per-
sonal worlds.  Events we experience are always a perfect out-picturing of them.  Through tools like meditation, journaling, 
or discussion groups, beliefs will bubble to the surface of the conscious mind to be dealt with.  I have had several times in 
my life when I’ve been completely unaware of a changed belief expressing until months later and I realize “I’ve been here 
for a while.”   As for your point of stepping aside, I disagree.  I don’t think we are passageways.”  That denotes there is a 
God who is doing something TO us, therefore there is separation.  I prefer the concept we are interactive experiences with 
our Good. Yes, Spirit does the work, but if I am first united with That, I get the privilege of partaking in the ride to comple-
tion.   Does that make sense? 
 
Janna:  I understand what you are saying, but perhaps you take me too literally.  We do, in fact, live in a very dualistic 
world – intentionally I might add, but that’s another story for another day. From our dual (worldly) point of view, we see 
life as both ‘physical’ and ‘spiritual’, although, in Reality there is truly no separation.  I see it as our goal from within this 
dualistic nature to recognize our Unity with All That Is.  We do that by moving our self out of the way ,‘stepping aside’, so 
to speak, or in your words from the last page of this newsletter, “letting go and letting God”, and allowing our Self to do 
the work.  On that note I’ll ’let go’ of this article and see you right here next month.  
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MARY & JANNA talk about . . . Unity 



 
                                                    

TUESDAY NIGHT - LIVE!   7 p.m. 
AN ON-GOING SPIRITUAL DISCUSSION 

 
Tuesday night’s at the Positive Living Center ROCK!!!  In a highly spiritual sense of course.  (Yeah.  
Right.)  This on-going discussion group seems to get more fun and informative every week.  This month our 
themes are Unity and Peacemaking.  But sometimes we have special guests; May a very interesting Shamanic 
practitioner came and talked to us.  We welcome folks from all beliefs systems to add spice to our mental stew.  
The only criteria for attending is having a pulse.  Stop by Tuesday nights at 7:00 and check it out 
 

Facilitators are Rev. Dr. Angelo Pizelo and staff. 

TUESDAY MORNING -11 a.m. 
BIBLE STUDY 

Working at incredible speed since last October, the Tuesday Morning Metaphysical Bible class has stud-
ied the entire book of Genesis and clear past the Ten Commandments in Exodus.  I know, I know. That 
doesn’t sound like much.  Rather than thinking of ourselves as being mentally slow, we prefer to suggest 
we are highly intelligent and want to understand every single nuance of the material.  What that means to 
you is you can join anytime and still get our drift.  It’s challenging as well as lots of fun. 
For more information call Mary Elliott at 642-6655.  Or just drop in on Tuesdays at 11:00 AM. 
  

For more info call Mary Elliott at 642-6655.   

TUESDAY NIGHT  5:30 - 6:45 p.m.. 
THE COURSE IN MIRACLES 

 

Students world-wide study The Course in Miracles to learn about love, forgiveness, non-judgment, 
change in perception and much more.  It teaches that miracles are an everyday event and how to achieve 
them.  The teaching is based on self responsibility, and that thoughts and actions produce reactions in our 
lives.  There are no fees.  Group meets Tuesday evenings from 5:30-6:45.   
 

Facilitator Rev. Dr. Rozella Dudley   (559) 683-4212 

 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT  6:30 p.m. 

REIKI 
The wonderful tool of Reiki is available to the public every Wednesday night in the sanctuary.  Practitio-
ners help re-charge you with spiritual energy that flows to each part of your life, causing healing at all lev-
els - spiritual, mental, emotional or physical.  Please take advantage of this service when any part of your 
life is out of alignment.  A donation to the building fund would be appreciated. 

 
Facilitators: Bill and Betty Fleming 
For information call (559) 683-2274 

DISCUSSION GROUPS 
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We are proud to announce our new online school - POSSIBILITARIAN STUDIES.  This 
web-based learning environment was recently created by Dr. Janna Lewis and is sure to be a 
hit with all those of you who don’t like to leave home, but do enjoy learning.  Possibilitarian 
Studies will host many different types of classes.  Besides the New Thought Courses for De-
grees and Accreditation, it will also be the home of courses in Personal Growth, Business Ad-
vancement, Leaders of Tomorrow, Religion Studies, Cultural Studies, and Child & Youth De-
velopment.  Classes will begin this fall.  If you, or anyone you know would like to be in-
volved in teaching one or more online courses, please contact Dr. Janna Lewis for more infor-
mation 

559/642-4636  or e-mail: jannalewis@sti.net 

Check out our teaching/learning website at www.possibilitarian-studies.org 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday: 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  Metaphysical Bible Interpretation,   
Facilitator: Mary Elliott  (559) 642-6655         
 

Tuesday: 5:30  -  6:45 p.m.  Course In Miracles   

Facilitator: Rev. Dr. Rozella Dudley  (559)683-4212 
 

Tuesday: 7:00  -  8:00 p.m.  Spiritual Discussion  “Tuesday Night - Live!”  

Facilitators: Dr. Angelo & staff 
 

Wednesday : 6:30 p.m.   Reiki    

Facilitators: Bill & Betty Fleming   (559)683-2274 
 

Friday: 9:30 to Noon   Life Story Writing                                                         

 Facilitators: Dr. Ed Hibler & Jackie Hibler, e-mail: edhib@sti.net 

ON-GOING STUDY GROUPS 
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ON-GOING CLASSES & STUDY GROUPS 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday:  2:00 - 4:00 p.m.  SEMINARY CLASS 

A two year seminary class is held Wednesdays in the church office.  This class is open to all 
completed Practitioners and practicing ministers.  It has already begun, but Rev. Marie said 
if you are willing to play “catch-up” you are welcome.   

Facilitators: Reverends Angelo Pizelo and Marie Lane    
For information call (559) 642-4616 

 
 



 Members’ Page 
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PLC Members are encouraged to submit original works and/or interesting pieces written by others. 

Guidelines for Hiblers’ Life-Story writing Classes 
 
Our venerable Life-Story-Writing class, sponsored by Merced College, will begin its ninth year at 
the PLC at 9:30 a. m on Friday August 18, 2006, and will meet each Friday morning thereafter dur-
ing the semester, holidays excepted. Following is a summary of what the class is, what it is not, and 
how prospective members can sign up: 
 
Why have guidelines? 
Guidelines keep us pointed in the right direction and on the right track. If you are interested in writ-
ing short stories about events that have happened to you during your lifetime, this class will be of 
real help. We, as instructors, are here to coach you. 
The purpose and goal of the class: 
The class purpose is to help participants write and read short stories or vignettes based upon signifi-
cant events in their lives. The stories then become a personal legacy to leave behind for children, 
grandchildren and future generations. By the end of each semester the goal of the class is for each 
member to have completed 15 to 18 short stories based on assigned topics each week, or on the 
writer’s choices. 
What the class is: 
The class, while designated by Merced College as “Creative Expressions”, is in reality  a class in 
Personal Short Story-Memoirs Writing. It is set up as a semester-long program, and we follow rec-
ommendations and guidelines of the College which prescribe specific goals, objectives, and the pur-
poses of the class. As a non-credit, no fee class there are also no examinations in the usual sense of a 
college class, but regular attendance is expected. 
What we do in the Class: 
Students write each week at home on an assigned topic relating to their past lives, or, rather, it may 
be something of particular current interest to each student relating to his/her life. We recommend 
lengths which will take no longer than five minutes of reading time (between 1 to 10 typewritten 
pages double spaced), and request that each student read his story aloud to himself or others before 
class to determine the reading time length of the story. Such a time limitation permits time for each 
member of a large class to have time to read. We occasionally will also assign short in-class writing 
assignments to help class members stay on track as the weeks pass. 
What the class isn’t! 
The class is NOT a “creative writing” or “English composition” class. If class members are also 
writing novels or other short stories not connected to their past lives, such writings are not eligible 
for presentation in the class. Poetry is acceptable if it relates to the life of the writer, and is not just 
inspirational.  The class is not a talking or “telling” class. Material written on assignment may not be 
“told” to the class, but must be read from what was written. Otherwise, talking-out a topic consumes 
limited class time. 
Earlier writings  are not acceptable for class presentations. 
Personal views on politics, religion, sex or personal prejudices and opinions will not be presentable 
Continued on page 9 . . . . . 



unless they are part of a person’s overall life story. Class members may write on such topics, but any 
discussion of them in class must be based on the writing, not philosophy. 
Reading: 
Reading the written story aloud to the class is a critically important part of the class. When others hear 
about your life experiences it inevitably causes listeners to reminisce themselves, and gives validation 
and importance to the events written about. Also, reading a story aloud builds self-confidence in the 
writer. Putting voice to the written word  brings the story to life for listeners. However, you are not re-
quired to read until such time as you feel comfortable about it. When you do read, speak loudly and 
clearly so all can hear you, and occasionally look up and make eye contact with  your listening class 
mates.  One caution: don't verbally add to your written text by expounding off on additional thoughts 
which may come to you during your reading! 
Listening: 
Listen carefully and respectfully to stories read by others in the class. Do not talk or whisper while a 
story if being read. If you must move about the room during a reading, be as quiet and unobtrusive as 
possible, or wait outside the entrance door until the reading is finished. Once a reading is finished, en-
courage the author by offering honest praise and constructive comment.  
Class attendance: 
Because this is a non-credit public service, no cost class offered by Merced College, there may be 
times when class members may not be able to attend each week, but it is expected that a person who 
officially registers for the class will make a commitment to attend classes as often as possible. It is ex-
pected that if you cannot be at a particular class that you will nevertheless have written on your as-
signed topic to be presented at the next class meeting. And remember that new participants may join 
the class at any time--not just at the beginning of the semester. Encourage friends to join the group. 
Confidentiality: 
Life-story or memoirs writing is uniquely personal and sometimes may be emotional and revealing. As 
a class member and listener it is your responsibility to respect the privacy of the writer and to remem-
ber that whatever is read or shared in the class is strictly confidential and is not to go outside the class-
room. 
Break time: 
We generally take a 10-15 minute break at half time through the class. Class members volunteer each 
week to bring snacks and goodies, while we provide the hot water for coffee, cocoa or tea. 
Comment: 
We have now completed our eighth year with this class. Some members have been with us for this en-
tire period, and the class is now so well known that more than four other similar classes have spun off 
from this one, one of them in England. With this camaraderie has come a deep bond between us that 
brings a unique sense of ‘family’ with it.  We hope you will enjoy what we have been doing as much 
as we have.  
 

Welcome and enjoy! 
 

Dr. Ed Hibler and Jacklin Allen Hibler, Instructors 

Members’ Page 
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Continued from page 8              Guidelines for Hiblers’ Life-Story writing Classes 



 

 

 WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND PLC ? 
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Have an announcement?  Let us broadcast it for you - right here in our Newsletter. 

 

Jack Gyer donated a beautiful Jane Gyer painting, 
“El Capitan”, for a raffle. Tickets are being sold at 
PLC on Sundays, as well as at the Children’s Mu-
seum during the week.  All proceeds go to the PLC 
Building Fund.  Diane Gonzalez has volunteered to 
be in charge of the raffle. Her phone number is  
559/ 658-8696, ext. 112.  Tickets are $10 each or    
6 tickets for $50. The drawing will be held at PLC 
on September 17th.  You do not have to be present 
to win.  The picture is on display in the PLC sanctu-
ary, and later this month at Yosemite Bank Lobby. 
 
 

 

 

 Empty Bowl Project 

Create Ceramic Bowls For Our Local Community. 

Learn about these handcrafted bowls and create one yourself.  
Using simple technique’s of pinch pot, slab, and coil you can 
create one of a kind bowls for this fundraising project.  Bowls are fired, 

glazed with food safe glaze, and then fired again for a final finish. A minimum $10 donation 
for materials is suggested. The bowls may be purchased at many of our local participating gal-
lery’. On October 29, 2006 we will share a simple meal of soup and bread. 

The local Community Meals Program, sponsored by the Com-
munity Methodist Church will be presented with the funds 
raised for the Empty Bowl Project. Bowl-making takes place 
every Wednesday from 1-5 at Inanna’s Gift Gallery , 35463 
Hwy 41 Coarsegold.   

For further information, contact Rev. Judy DeRosa  - 559/ 641-6389. 

 

 

Volunteers Please! There is a lot going on this summer – the raffle, the potluck … and more. 
So we need your help! Rozella Dudley is the volunteer coordinator, and I know she’d love to 
hear from you with your enthusiastic support as a volunteer.  



 

 

JoAnn Burgess   
559 222-8307 

 

Sandee Scott-Archer   
559 658-8373 

 

Sandy West   
559 877-3775 

 

Sheyla Cook 
559 760-1502 

 

Mary Elliott 
559 642-6655 

Also 

Maggi Belle Butterfield-Brown 
Rozella Dudley 
Betty Fleming 
Jeff Hartwig 

Alan Langunoff 
Dr. Janna Lewis 

Tiami Stavas 
Connie Thomas 

Kanya Ellington 
Vivian Capote 

NEW PRACTIONERS 
By Mary Elliott 

 

Why face life’s challenges alone, whether they 
are physical, emotional, mental, or spiritual. 
Spiritual Mind Treatment is the most powerful 
tool for change in the Universe.  Let one of our 
Practitioners help you dissolve your problem so 
you can manifest your desires. 
One of our Practitioners has a house in Oregon 
she needed either to sell or rent.  She preferred to 
keep it, but had doubts about being an absentee 
landlord.  She was in Oregon but had left a mes-
sage on her answering machine in Oakhurst of 
her Oregon phone number.  She asked for prayer, 
and the next day a former neighbor in Oregon 
called California, got her number, and two hours 
later rented her house.  That is how treatment 
works. 
Try it for yourself. Phone or personal treatment 
is available for a fee from a licensed practitioner. 
Or take advantage of the licensed practitioner 
available after church services each Sunday 
morning - for no charge.   PLC practitioners are 
listed below. 
              

What is Pastoral Counseling?  

By Rev. Rozella Dudley 

Looking for That Bridge  

Troubled Waters? 
 
 

Looking for that bridge over troubled waters? 
 

Pastoral counseling is a listening ministry. It creates a safe, 
confidential space to vent, discuss, and just be yourself without 
expectations or judgments. It does not give answers but allows 
space and time along with gentle questions or feedback to help 
the seeker find answers within themselves. It can be a time of 
self-exploration into personal problems or to assist in a chosen 
spiritual path. It is strengthened by prayer treatment. 
With pastoral counseling people are able to confront their fears 
and indecisions and discover inner strengths. By having some-
one to listen, getting feed back, and answering a few gentle ques-
tions counselees find their own answers within, and gain the 
courage to act. 
We can help you bridge difficulties and anxiety over finances, 
career, health, relationships, major life passages or other con-
cerns.  

For more information contact: 
Rev. Dr. Rozella Dudley 559-683-4212 or rozell@sti.net  

 
All counseling is confidential.  Pastoral counseling is NOT, how-
ever, psychological counseling.  It has a definite spiritual basis to it, 
to help you change your thinking and thus change your life. 

INTERN-PRACTITIONERS  

RELIGIOUS SCIENCE 
PRACTITIONERS  
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As the educational arm of ANTN  (Affiliated New Thought Network) of 
which the Positive Living Center, is a member, Emerson Theological Insti-
tute’s vision is to awaken people to empowering Universal Principles and pro-
vide the instructional resources that will facilitate the development of healthy 
relationships, spiritual communities and the realization of potential. 

To accomplish its vision, Emerson’s core curriculum embraces the spiritual 
philosophy of the presence of God in humankind and the power of right think-
ing.  It emphasizes the existence of One Life, One Mind, One Power, One 
Presence, in, as, and through all creations. 

  
     PROGRAMS OFFERED: 
 
♦ Personal Growth   

♦ Ministerial Credential 

♦ Practitioner Credential 

♦ Bachelor of Religious Studies 

♦ Masters of Religious Studies 

♦ Doctor of Religious Studies 

♦ Doctor of Divinity 

EMERSON THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE 

We’re on the Web 

www.emersoninstitute.edu 

 Coming this fall:  
ONLINE CLASSES 

Check out our “School without walls” at 
 

www. possibilitarian-studies.org 
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MEMBER SERVICES 



 

MEMBER SERVICES  . . . . Continued 
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PEACEMAKING 
 

PEACE is an attribute of God.  How can we prove 
this?  Simply look around. If Harmony/Peace were not 
the first Law of the Universe there would be no Uni-
verse.  Planets and stars would collide in chaos and the 
fabric of matter itself, sub-atomic particles, would do 
the same.  Since All-That-Is can only create from the 
Substance of Itself, then we can logically ascertain 
Peace is an attribute of It.  
But what of Peacemaking, this month’s theme?  
Peace implies a passive state.  We say things like, 
“peace and quiet,” or “inner peace,” or perhaps while 
walking in the forest we feel a deep, abiding peace.   
The truth is, in those situations, what we are really 
feeling is a sense of total aliveness and goodness; a 
Oneness with the universe that is anything but passive.  
It is instead a complete participation with the process 
of Peace.   
Peacemaking: Completely participating in the activity 
of peace means non-resistance to acceptance and com-
pletion.  It means first to have absolute trust in the 
Spiritual truth that God’s intent toward us is infinite 
Good.  And because of this, your life experience will 
be unlimited if you participate in the activity of peace-
making.  I’m not talking here about personally chang-
ing the world by ending war or stopping domestic vio-
lence.  Those issues are worth working toward and 
should be kept in mind, and no doubt humanity will 
evolve in its understanding of these someday by ex-
panding race consciousness.  But I’m talking about us 
and our own little worlds.  I’m talking about how 
peacemaking and non-resistance can improve the qual-
ity of our lives on a day to day basis.  For example, as I 
write this I am at my house in Oregon.  My two new 
renters, and my friends Jan, Bill, George and I were 
digging into a barbeque steak dinner.  On the surface, 
the scene was anything but peaceful.  There was much 
loud talk, laughing, comments about how great the 
food was, and generally getting to know each other 
better.  At one point someone started talking about our 
respective childhoods and how meals were eaten.  Did 
our families gather at the table?  What did we talk 
about?  Was it a pleasant experience?  I made the com-
ment that there is something about sharing food around 
a table that brings people close together, and George 
agreed with me. Later we all drifted out on the porch 
and visited. To me that night was a deep bonding ex-
perience because all six of us shared ourselves openly 
and honestly.  We respected who each other was, even 

if our lifestyles were very different. In other words, 
for those few hours, we participated in inter-active 
peacemaking. 
It is also amazing how making peace with yourself 
can change your life - not by resigning yourself to 
what you don’t like - but by knowing the intent of 
God is 100% for your Good.  Then you only need to 
actively participate by not resisting. 
So choose something you are dithering about.  For 
example, most people would like to lose a few 
pounds.  While you are dithering, you are not at 
peace.  You are, in fact, at war with yourself and 
your food.  You choose sides.  Celery is good.  
Chocolate is bad.  You start a diet. You are good. 
You don’t stick to it.  You are bad.  Pretty soon you 
are slapping yourself up the side of the head, and 
sending shots over your own bow at yourself. 
Stop, already!  Take a deep breath and put down 
that gun.  Pull yourself together and get yourself all 
on the same page. What do you want? You don’t 
want to diet. You don’t want to look like you do in 
the mirror. What you want is to weigh X number of 
pounds.  Why do you want to do that?  Because it 
will cause you to experience peace with your body 
image. 
Now, God’s intent (because It has no choice) is 
that you be the same experience of peace It is.   Re-
member, there is no God who cares if you weigh 
300 pounds or 120.  All God knows is Peace, and is 
constantly creating it.  As we participate in that 
process by choosing what we want to weigh and ac-
cept the results, our weight problems will disappear. 
This process will work in all facets of our lives - 
relationships, abundance, tasks, and goals.  Decide 
what the perfect situation would look and feel like, 
and then make yourself open to receive it.  (I know 
this works because it is happening to me right now.  
I reached my target weight a few days ago). 
For me the second and fifth steps of Spiritual 
Mind Treatment are the peacemaking portions of 
Spiritual Mind Treatment.  By becoming One with 
the experience of any Spiritual attribute I may 
need - Life, Love, Abundance, Knowledge, etc. - I 
make Peace in my mind.  The last step is often re-
ferred to as “letting go and letting God.”  It’s where 
we mentally quit working toward our goal and be-
come receptive so that All-That-Is, (Who, of course, 
is much older and wiser than we) will manifest the 
Perfection of who we are. 

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION     by Mary Elliott 
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