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g v The Feminine Principle
%
P& During the Month of May This puts the responsibility
g " we not only honor the birth on our shoulders for our
% and lives of our mothers, bul own manifestations. If we
we also honor that spiritual do not appreciate or like
"8 presence within each of us what we are experiencing,
I that is referred to by meta- we merely need to change
)* s physicians as the “Feminine the focus of our thoughts.
Principle.” Complaining about what is
% Each of usis blessed with happening to us will not
what can be called the change a thing but merely
“responsive” activity of the prolongs the undesired
Divine - that part of the na- manifestation.
ture of God that always say So, during this month we
L # yes to our desires and act¢thoughts are correct or not, it 'eawaken our awareness o
upon them. merely says yes to them. this awesome creative as-
Message From Dr. Angie This “Feminine Principle” e are blessedo have this Pect of God, I_<nowin_g that
Angel of the Month accepts our energizec ability to create our life ex- What we put into mind is

thoughts impersonally. It periences through this awe- What we will experience in

Speakers for the month does not judge whether ou some Universal Principle. our lives. And So It Is.

Who's Who in PLC

New Thought Concepts

Book Reviews

Mind Shop News Rev. Jeff Hartwig greases the wheel thevarious jobs in the serviceJeff has been

makes Sunday Services so organized and ¢with the PLC about twelve years and was

Focus on Youth cessful. This quiet, unassuming man makes instrumental in setting up our sound systen
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Focus on Sunday Schoo the arrangements for weekly hosts and peo Angie has nothing but praise for Jeff. H

to present our meditations and spiritual thoug said he can always come up with creative

Mary & Janna In addition he arranges to have local musicic ideas for any project we launch including
Talk About ... .. 5 come from throughout the area to delight fund raising and other financial programs.
Discussion Groups 6 with their talent. This gives us a chance to € Jeff, however, is not just a worker bee.

joy a wide variety of mu- When it comes to spirituality, his level of

Classes For Credit, sic, and also gives the mu consciousness automatically affects those

& Study Groups 7 on / \ sicians a place to show around him. Jeff works with the school sys-
) ’ case themselves. The tem, and one of his co-workers, Sam, spoke
Members’ Page 8 \M thing is, Jeff makes what to Angie one day. He said, in essence, Jeff

he does look easy. It isis one of the most inspiring people he had
n't. The schedule of mu- ever worked with. When he and Jeff ane

Practitioners &
Pastoral Counseling 9

'_ sicians is published in the working together there is a feeling of hat

Emerson Institute 9 newsletter and on the PLCmony and well-being in every situation.

website, so he has to hav know one more thing about Jeff. He likes
them lined up a month in advance. Then he | hugs. So when you see this PLC angel, give

Members’ Services

For Your Consideration |12 to plan each week with the other folks who ¢ him a big one.




WHO'S WHO at PLC

Rev. Angelo Pizelo, Ph.D.

Rev. Marie Lane, Rs.D.

Rev. Sandy West, Rs.D.

Kanya Ellington

Drs. Tom & Mary Brownell

Rev. Joyce Sterling, Rs.D.
Dr. Janna Lewis
Mary Elliot

Rev. Maggi Butterfield-Brown, Rs.D

Rev JOANnn Burgess

Dr. Janna Lewis

Rev. Rozella Dudley, Rs.D.

Sheyla Cook

Rev. Jeff Hartwig

Rev. Marie Lane, Rs.D.

Mark Henning

WHO & WHEN
MAY 10:00 A.M. SERVICE

&

Speaker:Rev. Bob Hand
Music: D’ Elle

%&

Speaker:Rev. Angie Pizelo
Music: Debra Martsolf
and Jeff Hartwig

"%

Speaker:Rev. Marie Lane
Music: Johnny and Trish
Lightfoot

(

Speaker:Sheyla Cook
Music: Patrick Edwards

To receive |-Focus
e-newsletters of timely
events and information,

e-mail: plcstaff@sti.net

THE MAIN CONCEPTS

OF NEW THOUGHT

Formulated by
The Seminary of the Sierra
Graduating class of 2007

God is everything; everything is part
of God.

Ideas are realities and all primary
causes are internal forces.

When we change our thinking, we
change our lives.

Mind is primary and causative
while matter is secondary and resul
tant.

The remedy for all defect and disor-
der is metaphysical, beyond th
physical, in the realm of cause
which are mental and spiritual — w
do not deny sickness or pain — b
we hold that they are not realities
but rather lack of ease, harmony and
health.
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Sin and moral evil are ignorance af
Infinite Love; a separation from the
Divine.

New Thought is profoundly spiritual
in consciousness.

New Thought is the present and prc
gressive revelation of Truth.

New Thought has no formal creed.

New Thought is a philosophy of life.

THE FOCUS
The PLC Newsletter

You are invited to participate
in this on-going dialogue with
others of like mind by sharing
personal stories, poems, in-
spirational pieces, humor, etc.
The PLC FOCUS is pub-
lished monthly. Please have
your submissions in the office
by thel5th of the month If
you prefer, you may e-mail
your article to either:

Janna Lewis:

j[annalewis@sti.net
or

Mary Elliot:

leplair@hotmail.com.
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WHY DID THIS HAPPEN yours for only $19.95. rightful place, at the center o

TO ME . .. AGAIN the whole subject of dreams
By Dr. Janette Marie Freeman THE ART OF SPIRITUAL He shows you how to discove

_ _ DREAMING our dreams “spiritual gold”.
This book is a mustread for any- By Harold Klemp )\/(our dreams al?e real.g Learn

one who wants to improve any as- how dreams can help you gai
pect of their life. What she gives | this ook you can learn how  insights from the past and fu
Iti;t tlrgfk-;ested and proven system dreams can help you find more re, grow in confidence, hea
WOTKS. love and happiness. m : iri make
Janette clearly outlines how one él)re?amag dcrez?g, ess;)sme d?é)arr?s SézgirSSSLSSDgggﬁyy& (?Srd 2::2
can have the lasting change inheal, some dreams initiate; this 5q finances
' their life that they yemarkable book encompasses aqq this wonderful read to
desire. The power them gll. h b . I
that she describes is vqr life i your home library for only
: our life is a canvas. You are  $14.00
oy available to everyone ihe artist. Paint a more fulfilling
¢and all can use it! |ife for yourself using this au-
This is a guide that thor's proven techniques in The ang remember all PLC
wil take you clearly Art of Spiritual Dreaming. members get an additional
through the steps of awaker!lng_ t0 Leaming to see and use the 10% discount off all books
the highest self . . . to live life in \yisdom you receive from your they purchase in the Mind

the greater joy. dreams is an art. Harold Klemp
i . : - Shop Bookstore.
This book is superband itcanbe places the spiritual dream in its P

We are glad to seg/ou have been reaping the wonderful used books from th® $ihd $2.00 shelf in
the bookstore. And, more books are being added all thegom@me in and browse often.

Don't forget to put your name in the “can” for the Great Give-a-way. We ard gfiving away a $10
gift certificate to use for purchases of books or difbsn the bookstore. This Great Give-a-way ca
paign will only be for two more months.....May and June. ddot miss your chance to win.

We encourage you to come imnd look around.....we get new books in all the time. Avelcan al-
ways “special order” any book that you don't find onshelf.

We thank you for supporting the Mind Shop Bookstore.

Usual Book store hours (Staffed by Volunteers)
Monday: 10 a.m. — 2 p.m.

Tuesday: 10 a.m. — 5 p.m.

Wednesday: 11 a.m. — 3 p.m.

Thursday: 11 a.m. -3 p.m.

Calling ahead is always a good idea as sometimes volariteee medical appointments or family eme
gencies that prohibit them from being at the bookstds89)(642-4614.

Our Book Reviewer, Sunny Baker, will no longer be availale to report on new and old books after June. If
there is any one in our audience who enjoys reading and wiitiy and would be willing to report on one or
two books each month, please contact one of the editors either Mary Elliot or Janna Lewis. Sunny, thank

you for all the work you've done for us in the past.




Focus On Youth

By Alexia Montagnoli
(17 years old on December 8, 2005)

While preparing for this article on thesubcon- accept thatwe are notour emo-
scious mindand theLord’'s Prayer whether it tions, we are notour possession
was reviewing books or simply discussing opin-we are notour thoughts. Whatve
ions with my mother, Sheyla Cook, and my are is intimately connected with tt
friends, | came to realize that the deeper | buruniversal power of God.Nothing
rowed into these topics the more complex thielse.

whole idea became. | enjoyed reviewing bits an
The subconscious mindas | understand it, takes pieces of David Hawkins bo
its cue from the conscious mind. It does no Transcending the Levels of C
judge; instead, it performs a support system fosciousnessWhen Mom and | r
our conscious mind and takes in the ideas of trviewed the levels of consciousness as shown in
conscious mind. It believes without hesitatior this book, it all seemed so reasonable and clear.
everything the conscious mind thinks. (The sub And simple.
conscious mind must not be confused with the ur Basically | learned that we must identify the physi-
conscious mind, which is another topic all to- cal, mental and emotional aspects of who we are. It
gether, for another time.) The subconscious min takes a lot of practice, will power, and the degire
is not logical, nor is it reasonable. It does nmtéh  invite God along for the ride, but the reward is |in
the ability to recognize something as positive o the relief | feel when | realize this Truth of a
negative. It simply supports the ideas of our conHigher Order: That all of what | consider 'my
scious mind. The subconscious mind generate emotions, 'my' thoughts, 'my’ physical attributes
energy to express the goals of the conscious min are indeednine but they aréNOT ME.
hence the enormous responsibility of determinin(It is my strong desireto be above my animal nar
what we feed our conscious mind. If we do no ture, my ego. And | know that | do not need to do
choose with awareness what quality of knowledg this alone; | am never alone. When | repeat the
we will put into our conscious mind, then the words of the Lord's Prayer, | understand that this
world at large will do it for us. We would end up prayer is one of positive reinforcement. And when
absorbing randomly the beliefs of our environ-| say this prayer with consciousness, then | feed a
ment. When | understood this, all | could think in positive direction to the energy of my subco
awe was "Oh My Gosh! | must be strong ancscious mind, this generator of energy which colors
aware of what | feed my mind at all times.” the quality of my growth, of my life.

We are all conscioushave a conscious mind, but It is time | truly live with personal responsibility
to use our minds effectively we mushooseto  for "It is done unto me as | believe”

-

N Focus On Sunday School
=2 By Kanya Ellington

)

. Sy It is Spring in the Children’s Church! As you may rememberApril we covered the Scienc
of Mind Topic: Immortality. The lessons in Apribeered such topics as: We are not our bodies;

"Il The Easter Story (from the Bible); The Cycle ofd;iSpring-time: A Time of Rebirth and Re-
- A newal; and Planting the Seeds of Manifestation.

In May we are continuing to learn more of the fundamentals of the Scienckliol. We will
be focusing in depth on the core concept, Abundave will be covering such topics as: What is Abamce?
What is Infinity? An Abundance of Love; To Bring ihe New We Must Clear Out the Old; and Infinites&ie
bilities. In the Spirit of Abundance, we look forkdato sharing our experiences and abundance withyene.
Peace and Blessings. See you there!




PRAYER-TREATMENT

Mary: | have a sign next to tected. While surrounde
where | do my prayer work by this light, I'm still sepa
saying, “It's all about me.” It rate, but slowly losing th
keeps me humble. It reminds feeling of separatior ¢
me that in prayer, | work When | have become oif}
strictly on my own con- with this Light, | los
sciousness. It also keeps meawareness of ‘me’. At thi
' off the ego trip that I, person- point | am aware only that
' ally, have some wondrous AM. | don’t actually
Oral Roberts like power to ‘think’ about this at the
heal. That knowledge keeps time, but can bring it bac

me in Truth that there is only one Power. Lasflyyy demon-
stration fails to come, | know | can go back to drawing
board and work on myself even more. This processne of
invocation and evolution “Involving” our consciowess with
spirit so we can “evolve” to a clearer knowledgeYour
thoughts?

Janna: | think it's interesting that in New Thought we com
bine the words ‘prayer’ with ‘treatment’. Prayeashthe con-
notation of ‘asking; imploring’, while Treatment joies ‘the
handling’ of some matter. I've often wished we Icbchange
our terminology since we do not ‘ask, beg, or implanything
or anyone (including God) for anything — particlyaregard-
ing the handling of ‘matter’. That there is onlyeoPower, as
you stated, is exactly why we dosk And, because Every-
thing is Spirit, is why we don'treat matter(substance). Only
one Power means WE are included in That Power. prble-
lem seems to come in getting our minds aroundfétwht When
asked “What is God?” there is only one answer: |.AM is
when we struggle with this awareness that we haivarés in
producing our intentions. Each day in my meditatimeed to
“evolve”, as you say, to that awareness beforenl lma effec-
tive. Do you have a method, or any particular stgpu take to
get into that level of awareness?

Mary:
ing up, and as the thoughts of all my worries, dald, and
shoulda’s come up | gently tell them, “SpiritAd That Is and

| am the experienc&hat.” | do this for a period of time until
the problems slowly fade. A wonderful feeling disb enters
my mind, and | sit, experiencing that I AM, untih® of the

attributes of God comes to me. | take that asangd for my
prayer work and my day. As you can see, thisafiy¢he first

two steps of Spiritual Mind Treatment. Then, dsrh to my

prayer list, | make everybody on it the experieat&od. Pe-
riod. | don't acknowledge anything else. My meatcessful
prayer work has been done this way, often with atnsponta-
neous results. What do you do to “get there?”

Janna: Something similar.
nigues. First, | need to ‘blank’ my mind (emptydg to speak).
| do this by paying attention to my breathing oahtil outside
thoughts stop coming into focus. At the same tinveatch
(with my inner eyes) for the Light in the distancé. grows
brighter as It comes closer and soon I'm immersed.ilt is
like being back in the womb — totally secure, loveewl pro-

| make myself a verb. | sit with my morning tea wak outcome should be only to have a more perfect isolut

| use several meditation techneed at the moment.

later throughout the da
During this time of emer-

sion with the Light, the Consciousness of | AM wideand
broadens until it encompasses a vastness beyordpies
tion. This is where all healing takes place. teagwith
you that “if the demonstration fails to come, | lind can

go back to the drawing board . . .”, the drawingudoof
my mind, that is. What do you feel about those \whwe
some hidden agenda — hidden even from themseldegp-
in a subconscious layer; those that perhaps refolyt

want to be ‘healed’ of whatever they express aoblem?

Mary: | think it is none of our business. As Practione
we work only with Spirit or Cause. By having olients
not get “fixed” is discouraging at the ego leveltBve are
not in the business of manipulation and contrather we
deal in the realm of Creation. We absolutely carkmow
(and neither can our clients) how this game ofutite
stances they are engaged in will play out. Allcaa know
is the Truth: The Universe is orderly, and alwaaisyays
supplying our Absolute Good. As we declare thisafali-
ent, the lesson they learn through suffering wetl them
free. But as for a “hidden agenda” not to be hedl¢aink
by asking for prayer/treatments, clients really infagaling.
I've experienced thinking I, Mary, knew what therfeet

appear. Has that happened to you?

Janna: | think that all peoplebelievethey want to be
healed. However, | suspect that many reasons doeild
given when there iBo apparent changene of them being
the unconscious reward for continuing the problém.

example might be a person who receives much lofgred
attention when they are ill. Like you, howevehdlieve
totally in the orderly lovingness of Life and actepat
Perfection already exists and is merely waitingeéaecog-
nized. That this outcome is not always viewednasRer-
fection the person thought they wanted is merelyttzar
illusion; we always receive exactly what fills ogireatest
| believe it is part of myydas a
Practitioner to help the person uncover the Pededn

the outcome, so this becomes a part of every prayer
treatment: With heartfelt thanks | acknowledge hwitt a
doubt, that the absolute, perfect good of all imedlis be-
ing served that very moment. And so it is. See ryght
here, same place, next month.
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Everybody from the community is welcome to drop in at our Tuesday night Spiri

Discussion sessions. In the spirit of Easter and sjpmegthe month of April has to ¢ _

with Truthfulness, Renewal and Transformation. Dropnd share your story about these issues. THese
meetings are always fun and exciting because everybddytgée¢hrow in their opinions. We welco

folks from all belief systems to add spice to our mestaelv. The only criteria for attending is havingja
pulse. Stop by PLC on Tuesday nights at 7:00 and check it out

Facilitators are Rev. Angelo Pizelo, Ph.D. and staff
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Murder, mayhem, backstabbing and a really dysfunctional God. That was my readinipe Bible be-
fore | was introduced to the metaphysical meaning of afidlstories. What we are discovering in our

we discover, with lots of laughter and “ah hah’s” throw for good measure. Held in the coffee-roomjat
PLC.

For more info call Mary Elliott at 642-6655. Or just drop by Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m.
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Students world-wide study The Course in Miracleso learn about love, forgiveness, non-judgmeft,
change in perception and much more. It teaches thmatles are an everyday event and how to achigve

them. The teaching is based on self responsibility, laaidthoughts and actions produce reactions in pur
lives. There are no fees. Group meets Tuesday eveniRg<adrom 5:30-6:45.

Facilitator Rev. Rozella Dudley, Rs.D.
(559) 683-4212
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One of the great things about the New Thoughphilosophy is that it is practical. Rev. Dr. Sandy Wqst
facilitates a support group on Thursday evenings to helgilize uhis philosophy to solve problems ar
manifest what you want in everyday life. This is angemg group discussion involving topics such gs,
"why isn’t my life workinghow can | manifest what | want; why am | ‘stuck’ and how can | getif®dst
Drop in to PLC Thursday evenings at 7:00 for an interestmegiag.

Facilitator: Rev. Sandy West, Rs.D.
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EMERSON THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE

The Following people will be receiving accreditation inlie Graduation Ceremony being
held in conjunction with the Affiliated New Thought Network (ANTN) Conference:

Sandee Scott Archer - Practitioner Credential
Mary Elliot - Bachelor of Religious Studies
Rev. Rozella Dudley - Doctor of Religious Studies
Janna Lewis - Doctor of Religious Studies

The Graduation Ceremony will be held at The Pines Rest at Bass Lake on
May 4, 2006 at 4 p.m.
Everyone is welcome. Join us in celebration!

Wednesday: 2:00 - 4:00 p.mSeminary Class

A two year seminary class is held Wednesdays in theckolaffice. This class is open to all completed praetis and practic-

ing ministers. It has already begun, but Rev. Marie ifgiol are willing to play “catch-up” ,you are welcoméleld in An-
gie’s office - around back - at PLC.

Facilitators: Reverends Angelo Pizelo, Ph.D. and Marieane, Rs.D.
For information cal(559) 642-4616

Thursdays: 4:30 -600 p.m. The Abundant Life At Home, At Work, At Play

The PLC is offering a new class based on Eric Buttahi®classic book, “Spiritual Economics”. Many higtdyccessful
people have attributed this book as a crucial step indlhievements. The focus of the course is that within pecson there
is limitless life, limitless substance, and completeeas to Infinite Intelligence. When we understandeamblody these ideas,
and are grateful for them, we become channels favadf abundance that draws great things into our lives.
The class will run fromApril 27 - June 1, and meets in the Mindshop Bookstore.
Cost is $75. Everybody is invited. Emerson studemtsive 1 unit of credit.

Facilitator: Dr. Connie Thomas

"21") 14 AL

Tuesday: 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.mMetaphysical Bible Interpretation Facilitator: Mary Elliott (559) 642-6655

Tuesday: 5:30 - 6:45 p.m.Course In Miracles Facilitator: Rev. Rozella Dudley, Rs.D. (559)683t2

Tuesday: 7:00 - 8:00 p.m.Spiritual Discussion“Tuesday Night - Live!” Facilitators: Dr. Angelo & staff

Wednesday : 6:30 p.m. Reiki Facilitators: Bill & Betty Fleming (559)683-2204 642-6389

Thursday 6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Spirituality and Manifestation Facilitator: Rev. Sandy West, Rs.D.

Friday: 9:30 to Noon Life Story Writing Facilitators:Dr. Ed Hibler & Jackie Hibler, e-mail: edhib@stitne
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PLC Members are encouraged to submit original works and/or intarespieces written by others

HEARTBEATS
By Izabel Sonia Ganz

Your heartbeat came from within me
although my head was resting on your
breast.

Your heart's current carries on
in my own heart, as it keeps beating.

Birds sang in the trees outside the window
your touch was so sweet, so sweet.

| love you.

How much light can be released
by accepting all the darkness.

How great are today's treasures
uncovered by giving up all yesterdays.

We have come round full circle
thrown away old fetters,

And threading lightly unknown paths
strewn with fragrant uncreated flowers

We are fulfilling what we are,
what we came to fulfill together,

Erasing all past bondage,
In freedom of flight and in beauty.

| love you, Mother.
Written May 1985

BEFORE | WAS MYSELF
YOU MADE ME, ME
Author unknown

Before | was myself you made me, me
With love and patience, discipline and
tears,

Then bit by bit stepped back to set me free
Allowing me to sail upon my sea,

Though well within the headlands of your
fears.

Before | was myself you made me, me
With dreams enough of what | was to be
And hopes that would be sculpted by the
years,

Then bit by bit stepped back to set me free
Relinquishing your powers gradually

To let me shape myself among my peers.
Before | was myself you made me, me.

And being good and wise, you gracefully
As dancers when the last sweet cadence
nears

Bit by bit stepped back to set me free.
For love inspires learning naturally:

The mind assents to what the heart
reveres.

And so it was through love you made me,
me

By slowly stepping back to set me free

MAKE ME CLEAN AGAIN, DIVINE MOTHER
By Paramahansa Yogananda - Taken fronWhispers from Eternity

Thou didst dress me in raiment immaculate, and sent me ouo play.
and frolicked among the fruitless trees of delusion. Tdrshadows of the forest of suffering
enveloped me.
| went out spotless; now | am besmirched with the nmai of ignorance. O Divine Mother,
wash me in waters of Thy wisdom! Make me clean again!

| wandered away




The Religious Science Practionersit the PLC want Practioners love their work. It is extremely fulfilling
you to know we are here for any of you facing chalto see our clients’ lives changed and problemsesbl
lenges, whether they are physical, mental, ortsiti  through prayer/treatment. But there is a selfsison
Why go through these things alone? Prayer/tredatmsen too. Because we work within our own minds, our-co|
the most powerful tool for change in the Universe. sciousness expands with each case we handle, gayp
We are specifically trainedin two areas: First, knowl- our lives to improve dramatically in harmony, loagd
edge of New Thought history and methods of scientif all the other attributes of God.

prayer (prayer/treatment); second, and most imptirta Phone or personal prayer/treatmentis available for a
attaining a high level of consciousness. When act fee from a licensed practioner, although no one i
ers work with someone, they know the truth in titness ~ turned away for lack of money. Intern-practionses-
tion — that there is only Good. In other words,deenot vices are free. You can also take advantage of
deal with the appearance but with the mental cadse prayer/treatment offered by the licensed practio
the appearance. We work strictly within our own con available after church services each Sunday morning
sciousness in this process. We do not manipulate for no charge.

control, but ratheknow Good will be revealed.

"It's in every one of us, to be wise." So the song goesdam is that vein of gold that is lodged deep within e

of us. Sometimes, though we are so distracted by depreshess, uncertainty, or loss of a job, a loved one} a
home, that we forget how to mine that gold. That is whspigtual counselor is for, to help you mine for yofr
gold. They have the expertise to know where to start, to krmwwto help you dig without gouging or scarring, I
know when to back off and shore up the tunnel.

Spiritual counselors help us to step back from the drama afewér is overwhelming us, and hold for us a s
place so we may tap into the fabulous spiritual wealthishatir heritage from God. | know because Rozella
always been there for me.

RELIGIOUS SCIENCE EMERSON INSTITUTE
PRACTITIONERS "

Rev. JoAnn Burgess s Fn As the educational armof ANTN (Affiliated New
559 222-8307 , ? Thought Network) of which the Positive Living Ce

. ter, is a member, Emerson Institute’s vision is o

Sandee Scott-Archer ~— awaken people to empowering Universal Principles

i imic and provide the instructional resources that will facl§-
559 658-8373 In addition to a prayer minis tate the development of healthy relationships, spiritfal

Rev. Sandy West, Rs.D. try, the PLC offers pastoral carg communities and the realization of potential.

for its spiritual family. We can§ To accomplish its vision,Emerson’s core curriculu

hel ri ifficulti ndl embraces the spiritual philosophy of the presencej of
elp you briage difficulties a God in humankind and the power of right thinking. Jt

Also anxiety over finances, caree}, emphasizes the existence of One Life, One Mind, (ne
Rev. Maggi Belle Butterfield | health, relationships, major lif§ Power, One Presence, in, as, and through all creatigns.

-Brown, Rs.D. passages or other concerns. PROGRAMS OFFERED:
Rev. Rozella Dudley, Rs.D. Pastoral Counselors: * Personal Growth

Rev. Jeff Hartwig Rev. Rozella Dudley, Rs.D.

Alan Langunoff 559-683-4212 or rozell@sti.net - .
Tiami Stavas *  Practitioner Credential
All counseling is confidential Pastoral

counseling is NOT, however, psychologicll
INTERN-PRACTITIONERS counseling. It has a definite spiritual basi *  Masters of Religious Studies

_ to it, to help you change your thinking an|
Dr. Connie Thomas thus change your life.

Sheyla Cook *  Doctor of Divinity

Mary Elliott For more information on pastoral

Betty Fleming counseling, visit the website: We're on the Web
Dr. Janna Lewis www.plcoakhurst.org/counseling www.emersoninstitute.edu

559 877-3775

Ministerial Credential

Bachelor of Religious Studies

Doctor of Religious Studies
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Are you in needof help withhome plumbingor electricity repair® Do you need graphic design artist Desperate for a
bookkeepeior website designé Does theomputerhave you stymied? Need yduouse soldor aland investment locate?l
Want your homd-eng Shui’d or needorganizing helf Does youcar need repair8 In the spiritual realm do you have nedj
of prayer/treatment, pastoral counseling, meditation hetpenergy healin@

Before you searchthe Yellow Pages, why not check out the member sexdisplayed on these pages as well as the commgini-
cations wall of the coffee room. You'll find manyrgiees that might benefit you, and in return, will @iyour fellow PLC
members an opportunity to experience greater prosperiy’ll also benefit and experience the joy of work holyeseliably

and cheerfully done well. We are Onel!

Emerson New Thought Center

49269 Golden Oak Drive, Suite 201
Qakhurst, CA 93644

“The New Thought Church Without Walls”

Rev. Robert Hand, Rs.D. rjhand@sti.net
Senior Minister/President (559) 685-7029
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This is the second in a series of articles examinihg ffen Commandments/Statements of the Bible using Neaught beliefs.

THE SECOND COMMANDMENT (STATEMENT)
You shall not make unto yourself any graven images
(Exodus 20:4)

This commandment is closely related to thst fime (and is
actually included in the first one in many religi)n Graven
images are those things we idealize, be they ptppewncepts,
or people. As | mentioned in the last commandment make
gods of our illnesses by giving them power over Mge make
gods of our TV. personalities, sports heroes, ewengurus.
We make gods of our high powered cars and fancgdsuor
high ranking positions in our businesses. Thisdsto say we
shouldn’t strive to be our best and do our begir dbes it mean
there is anything wrong with worldly possessiosince we be-
lieve that God is in and through everything. ledanean that
God is Spirit, and Spirit is all there is. Spititerefore, is the
substance within everything, giving it its valuke tvalue is not
in thething, itself. Spirit has no corporeal form; when werco
fine God to a certain form, we are attempting tdena ‘graven
image’ of God. God is making us aware, througk thigher-
consciousness statement of Moses, that to put valw®me-
thing over and above (or instead of) our spirityatian only
diminish our perception of our spirituality. GaAll-There-Is.
It will never work to try to have just a part of Goor pretend
that God is less than All. Finding contentmenthia present as
well as the future means recognizing our Real Nataur own
god-ness.

THE THIRD COMMANDMENT (STATEMENT)
You shall not take the name of the Lord your Goehin . . ..
(Exodus 20:7)

This is truly another of those ideas that,itsyvery nature,
has to be a statement of Truth, and not a commamtdm€o
take something 'in vain’ suggesistility or ineffectualness It
meanswithout success It implies somethingmpty or hollow,
without worth or significance None of these things can be as-
sociated with the NAME of God. Name means NATURiEe
inherent character or basic constitution of a persothing; its
essence. We are also told here that the matyre of God is
our lord, our higher consciousness as definedezariVe know
through our learning and through our actual expees that the
nature of God is anything but ‘empty’ or ‘withoutorth’.
Ernest Holmes tells us that “The Universal Spiuihich is God,
operates through a Universal Mind, which is the LafwGod;
and that we are surrounded by this Creative Mindckvhie-
ceives the direct impress of our thought and gotsit.”

We believe, in fact, that we are exaotperiencef this
creative mind. What this means is that when weatliour at-
tention to the nature of God (Goodness, Love, R#die, Abun-
dance) as our higher thoughts and prayers, and whdrelieve
in this Nature and express through this Nature,ingagositive
statements such as | AM healthy and | AM happyn theeat
things happen — we get what we ask for — actualéyare what
we ask for. Thé AM is God inUS; it is God’s nature as ex-
pressed through us, as us. (When | first wroté stetement, |
wrote it as ‘Thel AM is God inUSE." Before | could correct

my typo, | had this zing go through me at the tremhbedded
in my Freudian slip.) So, this Third Commandmetatt&®ment
means that if we should connect God’'s name witlegative
condition, for instance when we say ‘| AM sick’ ‘@r/AM un-
happy', we are using God’s name in vain — to expeesual-
ity that is not a part of God's nature. It is motGod; it is not
in us.

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT (STATEMENT)
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it l{glyodus 20:8)

This is one of those statements that have litetll as well
as metaphysical value. We get very caught up inseaular
lives, busy doing and getting. And when we haveedtoo
much, gone too far, our bodies and minds becomie djtér-
ally too tired to be open to the re-freshment ofdGdPres-
ence. The metaphysical interpretation of the Stiblsarest
So we are instructed to rest and to keep thisulesthte de
voted to goodness and righteousness (a holy st&e).there
is a deeper meaning in this FouBlatementa meaning tha
goes beyond a direct order. This is a statemefaatf When
we rest our minds (remain in communion with God) outer
life reflects this peace and the barriers ceasexist betwee
our spiritual and our secular lives; God becomeswhole of
our existence on all levels and the holy Sabbatht)rexists
within us. It is in this way that we grow to unsiemd the
Truth of the New Thought statemefittherever we are, Go
is, and all is well

THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT (STATEMENT)
Honour your father and your mother . .(Exodus 20:12)

No one will argue with the literal value ofighstatement
Most of us have been taught from childhood to hanerpar-
ents. And for most of us this isn't merely a mavhligation,
but an aspect intrinsic to child/parent love.

On a deeper level, the level of Universal iru®od is ou
parent, what we often refer to as the Father/Me@ed. God

masculine and feminine, the giving and the recgiaspectd
of human nature, and we are true reflections (ofilyl of this
whole, unified God. The Father is Wisdom, the Kira

(mental) part of God, and the Mother is Love, theelfhg
(emotional) part of God. In humans these aspeetsofien
referred to as ‘right-brain’ and ‘left-brain’ aciy. When we
allow our individual natures to get out of balarc&goo much
thinking without enough doing, or too much emotieithout
the balance of reason, we create chaos in our wdgihest
Holmes says that “. . . Heaven is within us, arat the experi
ence It to the degree that we become conscious. oHeaven
is the presence of God within man, the Christ-camsmness
this is the whole unified God. And to the extemttwe arg
aware of this wholeness of God, we can experietecavbn-
der. So, in this commandment/statement, God-consoesq
through Moses is telling us that we must love bethects o
ourselves; the mother/father, masculine/femininéctvlis our
true nature, and we must love and honor them egiratirder
to remain balanced and happy.

(Final five Commandants will be examined next gnt

as parent represents the duel nature of mankind, being oth



